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“We were visited by some terrible earthquakes; some lasted forty minutes. The island was
racking for nine days with terrible force. It actually cracked to pieces with a lang trench some
two to four feet wide; the ground rose up and sank; we took to the hills some 500 feet above
the sea. On the 8th of September the ground lifted some 25 to 30 feet in places, the earth
opened and liquid lava poured out destroying three fourths of the township of Agaha. In less
than five minutes the trees were swept away; my home was gone. It was terrible. We could
get no help as we were 400 miles from Tonga. Our radio was goene. We did have food and
water and were fairly safe in the hills". (Quensell's statement prior to evacuation).
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