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Belisario prifjits of JohnC

o 1 he name ‘John Canoe’ has three main

ameanings: the leader and chief dancer of a

B B o i BRI 2%

-'D:ntu ries, the house or hnu:bm: carried

'b}' the dancers, and the Chn#tm.'ui
'festwn] originally African hp which
_nhmrh:d parts of English mfrris-
Jdances and French carnival }ets”.
eKoo Koo or Actor-boy  Originally
sactors performed during these
scelebrations but by the 1830%

Ethis had died out. The r‘u:mrghnz.'s
*continued to paradeand  *
"I:I:J]‘I'LFI'L"I!E for the “best drﬁsr.:::'
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Christmas celebration

bremch Set-girls  Belisaro priss K57
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in their cstly attire. The stamp shows §
tle winner in Christmas 1836.2 :

r-girls 'G'Eﬂp'sfn- girlt an sTeEﬂTE'"'"'“"

The Frenh Set- gitls were ]:mr[ln:uhrh .
elegant, ﬂrﬁu dancing in private houses, :
Jaw .ﬁtmf MNamed after a rnusn:al'I
instrum:n: made from the lower jaw u:ul"
ahorle. A piece of wood was I:l.'itd:

to makda rattling noise on the teeth. §

. .

Thie dancers were ‘drawn after

nature, ani on stone by [. M. Belisario™ e

mn H.tngstﬂn. Jamaica, June 1837.
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|
¢ The Queen, or ‘Maarm " af the Ser-Ginls had absolute ?}
_-: aulhority over the lively and graceful dancers called y
[ *Set-Girls! The large blue bow and blue tipped :
; | feathers on her hat, identify her as “‘Queen’ of the
1| ‘Blue’ Set-Girls,
? The Band of the Jaw-Bone John-Canoe used very :
b primitive musical instruments: the "‘Gumbay,] ¢
1 ‘Box’ or “Bench-drum; a small wooden frame I
¢ r with a goat’s skin tightly stretched over it, and the »
¢ ‘Jaw-Bone, which was the lower jaw of a horse :I'
¢ with the teeth loosened. i
g ‘Koo, Koo or Actor Bovs compeled each year for ¢
the title of *smartest dressed. The stamp shows the 5
b runner-up in Christmas 1836 who is shown lifting 5
't his mask to cool his face with the fan. 3
L 2
Drawn from life by 1. M. Belisario, Christmas 1836. J
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Borm in Samio Domingo, John
James Audubon was to become
the most renowned ormithologest
and bird artist in the world.

Birds of America, 8 mammaoth
book. both in it's page swe and in
the amount of work involved 1in
preparing the 435 plates included
within the four volumes, sat the
standard for all bird artisis to
Tollow,

Here, on the 35 stamp, one can
sag how skilful was his hand in
putting onto paper that which he
observed.

Early morning sees the long flight
lines of Brown Pelicans off the
Jamaican coast as they search for
rich feeding areas. Once these
areas are located the birds use
specltacular plunge dives as a
method of catching their fish food.
{Brown Pelicans are the anly
members of the pelican family to
use this technigque)

Adults, on refurning to their
young, 8re begged 1o disgorge a
fish meal for their avar hungry
offspring.
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